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EXHIBIT A 
SCOPE OF WORK AND CONTRACTOR’S 

BID DOCUMENTS  
 

This work will take place in an area that is frequently used for recreation. Contractor must post an adequate 
number of trail guards to ensure that no harm comes to trail users. 
 
Tree Treatments 

1. In Units 1-07, 2-04, and 2-03, cut trees, live or dead, ≤ 8 inches Diameter at Breast Height ( DBH) and 
understory woody vegetation within the project area unless marked with retention flagging or otherwise 
indicated by the RCDSCC Staff or Consulting Forester. 

a. Where there are no trees > 8 inches DBH within 30 feet of each other, the largest, healthiest trees 
< 8 inches DBH shall be retained with an approximate 15 foot spacing. 

b. Damage to residual trees and brush shall be minimized to the greatest extent feasible. 
2. In all other units, follow the same specifications but the upper size limit is 12 inches DBH. 
3. Crews will retain California buckeye (Aesculus californica), California nutmeg (Torreya californica), 

California Big leaf-maple (Acer macrophyllum), western sycamore (Platanus racemose), box elder (Acer 
negundo var. californicum), and all hydrophytic plant species (e.g., sedges [Carex spp.], rushes [Juncus 
spp.], western azalea [Rhododendron occidentale], red elderberry [Sambucus racemosa] and blue 
elderberry [Sambucus cerulea], chinquapin (Chrysolepis chrysophylla), and ferns [Pteridophyta]) unless 
removal is warranted for crew safety or proximity with respect to infrastructure assets including roads 
and staging areas. 

4. RCDSCC or their supervised designee reserve the right to reasonably adjust tree treatments in areas 
where additional sensitive resources are identified and may adjust the treatment prescription as needed. 

5. Stumps shall be smooth and as low to the ground as feasible. All stump heights will be cut no higher than 
6” above ground level. All cuts will be a flat or parallel cut to the ground and will have a smooth 
appearance with no frayed material visible. 

6. All treatments will adhere to the Biomass Disposal requirements listed below. 

 
Dead, Dying, and Diseased Trees 

1. Dead, dying, diseased, and hazard trees identified by RCDSCC, UC Santa Cruz, and/or supervised 
designees will be felled and treated by the specifications described below.  

2. Retain 1-2 snags per acre. Ideal snags for retention will have characteristics that facilitate wildlife habitat, 
such as broken tops or cavities. RCDSCC, UC Santa Cruz, and/or supervised designees may identify 
specific snags for retention. 

3. Any tree of any size considered a hazard to personal safety or infrastructure may be removed with 
concurrence of RCDSCC and/or UC Santa Cruz. 

4. All dead, hazardous, and/or downed trees ≤ 8” in diameter will be processed (chipped or masticated).  
5. Hung up trees ≤ 16” in diameter will be brought into contact with the ground and all limbs and portions 

of the trunk that are ≤ 8” in diameter will be processed (chipped or masticated).  
6. All treatments will adhere to the Biomass Disposal requirements listed below. 

 
Understory Vegetation, Brush, and Shrub Treatments 

1. Understory vegetation, brush, and shrubs under the drip lines of trees shall be cut and/or masticated 
leaving root systems intact for resprouting except:  
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a. All live manzanita will be retained. Dead manzanita may be cut and processed according to 
Biomass Disposal requirements. 

b. Other live native shrubs will be retained to the greatest extent feasible.  
c. The contractor shall not masticate, or remove through handwork, riparian species such as (e.g., 

sedges [Carex spp.], rushes [Juncus spp.], western azalea [Rhododendron occidentale], red 
elderberry [Sambucus racemosa] and blue elderberry [Sambucus cerulea], and ferns 
[Pteridophyta]) If there is a safety issue that requires removal of an individual from these species, 
talk to RCDSCC, UCSC Staff, or supervised designees prior to removal. 

d. Where significant stands of California hazelnut (Corylus cornuta) or huckleberry (Vaccinium 
ovatum) are treated, Contractor shall maintain a component of these shrubs at a spacing between 
25 – 100 feet depending on frequency per acre, steepness of slope related to exacerbation of fire 
behavior, or proximity to key infrastructure and assets. 

2. Outside of the drip line of retained trees, brush and shrubs shall be cut and/or masticated leaving root 
systems intact for resprouting to achieve a horizontal crown separation of approximately 20-40 feet. 
Spacing may be closer to 20 feet on flatter ground and 40 feet on steeper ground or all cut and masticated 
to provide defensible space when in proximity to infrastructure. Remaining clumps of brush and shrubs 
should not exceed approximately 20-40 feet in diameter and will consist of healthy appearing specimens 
where feasible. 

a. All live manzanita will be retained. Dead manzanita may be cut and processed according to 
Biomass Disposal requirements. 

b. At no time shall more than 66% of any contiguous stand of shrubs be removed that is mapped in 
a single treatment polygon unless the treatment activity is identified as a Fuel Break. 

c. Consideration shall be given to maintaining a diversity of understory vegetation, brush, and shrub 
species in these areas. 

3. Damage to residual understory vegetation and brush shall be minimized to the greatest extent feasible. 
4. RCDSCC or their supervised designee reserve the right to reasonably adjust vegetation and brush 

treatments in areas where additional sensitive resources are identified.  

 
Downed Woody Debris 

1. All downed woody debris ≤ 8” in diameter should be limbed, chipped and hauled off-site; or masticated. 
2. Downed logs ≥ 8” in diameter may be left on site. Logs authorized to be left on site will be flush with the 

ground, separated by at least 10 ft from any other logs, or as specifically directed by RCDSCC or their 
supervised designee. 

 
Biomass Disposal 

3. All material ≤ 8” in diameter should be limbed, chipped and hauled off-site; or masticated. 
4. If mastication is used, masticated pieces shall not exceed 2 feet in length or 3 inches in diameter at the 

end. Masticated material shall not exceed approximately 6 inches in total depth and should average 
approximately 3 inches. In areas where equipment is excluded, material ≤ 8” in diameter should be hand 
dragged to an area where mastication is permitted and then masticated. 

a. Excessive residual masticated material shall not obstruct water flow in drainage features such as 
ditches and culverts.  Such material shall be removed by the contractor prior to a forecasted 30% 
precipitation event or upon completion of operations, whichever occurs first. 

b. Residual masticated material should be utilized to cover approximately 75% of any areas bared 
during operations and shall not be piled at the base of remaining trees or sensitive vegetation. 
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5. If chipping is used, chipped material shall be hauled off site. In all areas where equipment is not 
excluded, equipment may be used to bring cut material to the chipping site. In areas where equipment is 
excluded, material ≤ 8” in diameter should be hand dragged to an area where equipment is not so it may 
be brought to the chipper. 

6. Logs 8” in diameter and greater may be left on site as long as they are in full ground contact, but limbs 
and portions smaller than 8” should be processed via chipping or mastication. 

7. Upon completion of a treatment area the contractor shall ensure that all roads and trails are open and 
passable. 

a. Scattered debris is acceptable on the trail surface but not to the point that it impedes passage for 
pedestrians, bicycles, or vehicles. 

8. Damage to residual trees and brush shall be minimized to the greatest extent feasible. If there is excessive 
damage to residual trees or brush, RCDSCC or their supervised designee reserve the right to have the 
contractor remove damaged individuals. 

 
 




