USE AND MIS-USE OF PLASTIC
ON SLOPES AND OTHER DISTURBED AREAS

PROPER USE OF PLASTIC

Cover dry or relatively dry soil.

If soil is wet or becomes wet, remove plastic during breaks in the weather.

Cover all bare and/or disturbed soil/

Use clear plastic so vegetation and/or root systems are not destroyed.

Securely fasten plastic to slopes. Provide sufficient overlap and watertight seal.

Make sure that runoff from plastic is directed to a safe location and does not cause further slope saturation,
erosion, or damage to downslope or adjacent properties or road drainage facilities.

Use plastic, which 1s at least 6 mil.

Remember: Plastic is a temporary, emergency practice-do not keep on slope for years!

Consult with an erosion control specialist, geotechnical expert, or engineer for a site specific design and for
planning guidance before installing plastic.

WHY NOT USE PLASTIC

Black, brown, and blue plastic kills the vegetation and root systems beneath it that are holding the soil together.
Plastic increases runoff and retains moisture in soil.

High maintenance.

High visual-may cause others to use plastic improperly.

Slow natural restoration process.

Can be very costly if extremely large areas require covering.

CONSIDERATIONS WHEN TREATING SMALL LANDSLIDES AND DEBRIS FLOWS

You want to de-water the destabilized slope.

Plastic retains moisture and generates more runoff and should therefore only be considered with extreme
caution and only be installed in accordance with site-specific designs prepared by a geotechnical expert,
certified erosion control specialist, or soil engineer.

Control subsurface water.

Control surface runoff, especially accelerated and concentrated sources.

Maintain toe of slide, whenever possible. The slide debris at the base of hill acts as a footing for the slope.

Drain slide mass. Keep it as dry as possible.

Maintain deep-rooted woody vegetation.

Prevent the ponding of water in slide area.

Plant water-loving vegetation in springs, seeps, and wet areas.

Structural retaining devices may be necessary.

Consult with a registered geologist or geotechnical expert for concerns and treatment recommendations related
to land instability problems.



GET HELP BEFORE YOU COVER THAT SLOPE WITH PLASTIC
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