Talk Around Town

"I just wanted to thank you for the new signs your
group has installed around town naming the creeks.
I have thoroughly enjoyed learning the names of
all the little creeks that are in this county as I drive
around. My kids and I got a kick out of Bush Creek
which we pass on the way to school each day, we
never even knew a creek was there.”

— Jamie Molinar, Aptos Resident

“"This has been a really fun yet challenging project.
I've lived in Santa Cruz almost my entire life and was
amazed to learn that there were creeks right near
my home that I didn’t even know existed, let alone

their names.”
—Angie Stuart, Conservation Program Specialist,
Resource Conservation District

“"The City of Santa Cruz, whose drinking water is
supplied primarily by surface water from local creeks,
has been especially interested in building awareness
of our local water resources - not only amongst resi-
dents, but also among emergency responders and
other natural resource management agencies who are
tasked with their day- to- day protection.”

—Chris Berry, Water Resources Manager for the City of Santa Cruz

"It is critical that residents
develop appreciation for
where their water comes
from and where it goes
in order to protect water
~ sources and reduce

harmful impacts.”

" ... T

e ~ —John Ricker, Water Resources
~ Division, Director for Santa Cruz County

mental Health Services
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What's a Watershed?

The term watershed describes an area of land in
which all water flows downhill to a single point.
The water moves through a network of drainage
pathways, both underground and on the
surface. Generally, these pathways converge
into streams and rivers, which become progres-
sively larger as the water moves downstream,

eventually reaching the ocean.

Contact information:

Resource Conservation District
of Santa Cruz County
820 Bay Ave, Ste 128
Capitola, CA 95010

Phone: 831.464.2950
Fax: 831.475.3215

Email: info@rcdsantacruz.org
Web: www.rcdsantacruz.org
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Santa Cruz

Creek and Watershed Sign Project

Within Santa Cruz County’s watersheds you’ll find
countless resources including many recreational op-
portunities, rich wildlife habitat, re-
markable natural beauty, and the
sole source of our County’s do-
mestic water supply. You'll also
find many challenges. Increased
demands on supply lead to re-
stricted use and higher prices.
Elevated levels of nutrients, sedi-
ments, and pathogens currently sur-
pass state standards in many of our local
creeks thus inhibiting recreational use and threaten-
ing endangered species. As water becomes a driving
force in all aspects of public policy and in our daily
lives, it becomes imperative for our community to
become literate in the language of water. The first
step is an awareness of how our neighborhood wa-
tersheds, creeks, and sloughs intersect with our daily
lives. Incorporating our local watersheds and creeks
into our sense of place will ultimately lead us to feel
more accountable for their stewardship.

In 2008 The Resource Conservation Dis-
trict of Santa Cruz County
(RCD), with funding from
the Community Founda-

tion of Santa Cruz County,
the California Coastal Con-
servancy, and in partnership
with the City of Santa Cruz

Water Department, launched
a project to help improve com-
munity watershed awareness by
installing signs on select roads at
their intersections with creeks and

watershed boundaries. Anyone who utilizes the major
road systems in Santa Cruz County will learn the names
of the creeks and watershed boundaries they cross. The
signs highlight major watersheds and waterways as well
as lesser known creeks and streams.

During the initial project 135 signs were installed iden-
tifying 36 creeks and 10 watersheds. There are over
200 named creeks and 19 major watersheds in Santa
Cruz County leaving opportunity for additional sign lo-
cations. In addition, there are countless other creeks
that remain unnamed. If you are interested
in sponsoring a sign on a particular creek
or know the name of a local creek in
your neighborhood please contact
the RCD.

Have you seen
the signs?

WATERSHED SIGNS

APTOS LAGUNA
LIDDELL MAJORS

PAJARO RODEO GULCH

SAN LORENZO SAN VICENTE

SCOTT SOQUEL

CREEK/RIVER SIGNS

APTOS ARANA BATES

BEAN BORREGAS BRANCIFORTE
BROWNS BULL BUSH
CARBONERA CASSERLY CORRALITOS
CRYSTAL EAGLE GREEN VALLEY
KINGS LAGUNA LAUREL
LEONA LOVE MAJORS

MILL MOORE NEWELL
PORTER REGGIARDO RODEO

SAN LORENZO SHINGLE MILL SOQUEL
TROUT VALENCIA W BR. SOQUEL
W. LIDDELL WHALEBONE ZAYANTE

Thank you to the following for
their support:

City of Santa Cruz Water Department

Coastal Conservancy

Community Foundation of Santa Cruz County
(Bright Horizon Fund)

County of Santa Cruz

Arana Gulch Watershed Alliance

Neighbors of Branciforte Watershed

Santa Cruz County Supervisor Mark Stone

Occidental Arts and Ecology Center WATER Institute

Southern Sonoma County RCD

Northwest Signs




